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psychological knowledge of the teacher should not, as un-
fortunately sometimes happens, be unloaded directly upon
the child; rather should it help the teacher to gain an under-
standing attitude toward the psychic life of the child. This
knowledge is definitely for adults, not for children. What
is given to the child must be something elementary,
appropriate to the immature mind.
Undoubtedly one of the most important achievements
of analytical psychology is the recognition of the biological
structure of the mind, but it is not easy to cast into a few words
what has taken many years to discover. Therefore if at
first I seem to go rather far afield, it is only that I may bring
certain general reflections to the particular problem of the
child-mind.
Experimental psychology, represented at its best by the
school of Wundt, has, as you know, hitherto exclusively
occupied itself with the psychology of normal consciousness,
as though the mind consisted merely of the phenomena of
consciousness. But medical psychology, especially the
French school, was soon forced to recognize the existence of
unconscious psychic phenomena. We realize to-day that the
conscious consists only of those ideational complexes that are
directly associated with the ego. Those psychic factors
that possess only a slight degree of intensity, or those that have
had intensity but have lost it again, are under the threshold ;
that is, they are subliminal, and belong to the sphere of the
unconscious. By virtue of its indefinite extension, the
unconscious might be compared to the sea, while the conscious
is like an island towering out of its midst. This comparison,
however, must not be pushed too far; for the relation
of the conscious to the unconscious is essentially different
from the relation of an island to the sea. It is not in any
sense a stable relationship, but a ceaseless wefling-up; a
constant shifting of content; for, like the conscious, the
unconscious is never at rest, never at a standstill. It lives
and works in a state of perpetual interaction with the

